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Abstract  

This study explores the complex interplay between democratic elections and national security 

in Nigeria, examining the challenges and prospects of the 21st century. The study adopts a 

descriptive design and utilises secondary data from academic journals, books, reports, and 

media sources to analyse the effect of Nigeria's electoral processes on national stability. The 

theoretical framework for the study is grounded in John Locke’s social contract theory and 

Immanuel Kant’s democratic peace theory, which provides insights into the relationship 

between governance, public trust, and peace. The study identifies key challenges, including 

electoral fraud, political violence, corruption, ethnic and religious tensions, and infrastructural 

deficiencies, which undermine electoral integrity and exacerbate security concerns. Despite 

these challenges, prospects for improvement exist, notably through electoral reforms, 

technological innovations, strengthened institutions, and enhanced civic engagement. The 

study concludes that Nigeria’s democratic elections, while fraught with challenges, hold the 

potential for enhancing national security through strategic reforms and greater civic 

participation. It calls for the implementation of robust electoral reforms, improved security 

measures, promotion of civic education, and fostering of national unity as critical steps toward 

achieving a more secure and credible electoral system. 

Keywords: Democratic Elections, National Security, Electoral Reforms, Political Violence, 

Nigeria. 

Introduction 

The perception of democratic elections globally is a critical measure of the vigour of 

democracy and the legitimacy of governments. Democratic elections are fundamental to the 

establishment and maintenance of democratic governance. They provide a platform for citizens 

to express their political preferences and ensure the peaceful transfer of power. Democratic 

elections are seen as central to ensuring that governments are representative and accountable 

to their citizens (Akinola, 2023). However, the perception of these elections varies widely 

across different regions and political contexts. 
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In established democracies, particularly in regions such as Western Europe, North America, 

and parts of Asia, elections are often viewed as a fundamental component of governance and 

civic engagement. These democracies benefit from long-standing traditions that emphasise the 

importance of electoral participation and the rule of law (Hacker, 2023). The institutions that 

underpin these electoral processes, such as independent electoral commissions, judiciary 

systems, and legislative bodies, are generally robust, contributing to a stable political 

environment where elections can be conducted fairly.  

In Africa, democratic elections have become a significant aspect of the continent's political 

landscape, reflecting a shift towards more participatory forms of governance. While the journey 

towards democracy has been uneven, with various challenges and setbacks, the trend towards 

holding regular, multiparty elections marks a positive development (Adejumobi, 2015). The 

history of democratic elections in Africa is intertwined with the continent's colonial past and 

the subsequent struggles for independence. Following decolonisation in the mid-20th century, 

many African countries experienced a tumultuous political landscape characterised by the 

establishment of single-party states and military regimes. This phenomenon was largely a 

consequence of the colonial legacy, which left newly independent nations with weak political 

institutions and a lack of democratic traditions (Diamond, 2019). There have been notable 

successes in African democratic elections, countries like Ghana, Senegal, and Botswana have 

demonstrated the potential for peaceful transitions of power through regular, credible elections. 

These examples serve as beacons of hope and models for other countries striving towards 

democratic consolidation (Gyimah-Boadi, 2015). 

In Nigeria, the conduct of democratic elections has profound implications for national security, 

given the country's diverse and often contentious socio-political landscape. Recent analyses 

have underscored the persistent challenges and evolving dynamics that shape the relationship 

between democratic elections and national security in Nigeria (Ogbonnaya & Akinwale, 2022; 

Ojukwu, 2022). Nigeria's electoral history is marred by incidents of violence, corruption, and 

institutional weaknesses, which collectively undermine the credibility of the electoral process 

and pose significant threats to national security. Electoral violence, in particular, remains a 

critical concern. It manifests in various forms, including pre-election intimidation, election-day 

disturbances, and post-election conflicts, often resulting in loss of lives and property and further 

destabilising the polity (Akinboye & Olaniyan, 2022). Corruption and electoral malpractices 

also persist as major impediments to the integrity of Nigeria's elections. These malpractices 

range from vote-buying and ballot stuffing to the manipulation of electoral outcomes, eroding 

public trust in democratic institutions and exacerbating socio-political tensions (Ojo, 2022). 

Moreover, the insurgency in the northeastern region, led by Boko Haram, has significantly 

disrupted electoral processes, creating an environment of fear and insecurity that hampers voter 

participation and undermines democratic legitimacy (Osaghae, 2022). 

This study seeks to explore these multifaceted challenges and evaluate the prospects for 

improving the integrity and security of democratic elections in Nigeria. By analysing the 

interplay between electoral processes and national security, the study aims to identify effective 

strategies for mitigating electoral violence, reducing corruption, strengthening democratic 

institutions, and enhancing civic engagement. Ultimately, this study contributes to the broader 
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discourse on democratic governance and national security in Nigeria, providing insights and 

recommendations for policymakers, scholars, and practitioners. This study employs a 

descriptive research design to explore the interplay between democratic elections and national 

security in Nigeria. The descriptive design is suited to analysing existing data and literature to 

provide a comprehensive overview of the subject matter. By employing content analysis and 

thematic synthesis, the study aims to offer valuable insights into the challenges and prospects 

associated with the electoral process and its impact on national security. 

Conceptual Review 

Democratic Elections 

The concept of democratic elections is essential to understanding how governments are 

legitimised through the will of the people. According to Emerson (2020), democratic elections 

are characterised by procedures that promote pluralism and power-sharing. He emphasises that 

democratic elections aim to ensure that all voices in society are heard, which involves inclusive 

decision-making processes and governance structures. This inclusive approach to democracy 

ensures legitimacy and fairness in representation. Norris (2019) highlights the integrity of 

elections as critical to maintaining democratic standards. She notes that democratic elections 

should not only allow for fair competition but also safeguard liberal rights such as freedom of 

speech and association, preventing the erosion of democratic values through practices like 

"democratic backsliding." 

Democratic elections are a fundamental component of democratic governance, characterised 

by their adherence to principles such as fairness, transparency, and inclusivity. Diamond (2019) 

defines democratic elections as “a process through which citizens exercise their right to vote 

in a free and fair manner, ensuring that the electoral outcomes reflect the will of the people.” 

He emphasises that for elections to be deemed democratic, they must be conducted without 

coercion and with equal opportunity for all candidates. Mutz (2021) states that “democratic 

elections are not merely about casting votes; they encompass the entire electoral framework, 

including voter registration, campaign financing, and media access.” Mutz argues that these 

elements collectively contribute to a robust democracy where citizens feel empowered to 

engage in the political process. 

Boda and Svensson (2020) define democratic elections as "the cornerstone of representative 

democracy, where periodic elections are held, allowing citizens to express their political 

preferences in an environment free from coercion and manipulation." Their definition 

highlights the importance of periodicity and freedom from external influences as critical 

components. According to Mounk (2022), "democratic elections are the primary mechanism 

for resolving political conflict and legitimising authority, where all eligible citizens have equal 

access to vote, and the process is governed by principles of fairness, transparency, and 

impartiality." This definition highlights conflict resolution and the impartiality of the election 

process. Przeworski (2020) provides a broad definition, stating that democratic elections are 

the institutionalised mechanism through which societies make binding collective decisions by 

allowing the public to select leaders and hold them accountable through regularly scheduled 
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elections. This highlights the role of elections as a tool for accountability in democratic 

systems. 

National Security 

The concept of national security has evolved and has been interpreted in different ways by 

scholars, reflecting changes in global politics, technology, and the nature of threats facing 

states. Williams (2019) defines national security as the "protection of a nation's territorial 

integrity, sovereignty, and vital interests from external and internal threats, including military 

aggression, terrorism, and cyberattacks." This definition emphasises both traditional and 

modern security threats, highlighting the increasing relevance of non-conventional security 

concerns such as cybersecurity. According to Kaldor and Chinkin (2019), national security 

involves a shift from focusing on state-centered security to human security. They describe it as 

the safeguarding of individuals and communities from political violence, human rights 

violations, and the impact of global crises such as climate change, pandemics, and economic 

instability. This perspective highlights the role of broader global threats that transcend borders 

and affect both the state and the population. 

Acharya (2021) conceptualises national security in the context of geopolitical shifts, describing 

it as the preservation of a nation's core interests in an increasingly multipolar world, where 

national security is influenced not only by military capabilities but also by diplomatic alliances, 

trade dependencies, and technological advancements. This definition accounts for the 

complexity of international relations and the impact of global power dynamics on national 

security. Jones and Smith (2022) argue that national security is no longer confined to state-

centric approaches but must include transnational threats. Similarly, Gareau (2023) emphasises 

that it involves the safeguarding of a nation's people, institutions, and resources from threats 

that cross national borders, such as terrorism, organised crime, cyberattacks, and climate 

change. This highlights the interconnectedness of national and global security. Aning and 

Pokoo (2021) define national security from an African perspective, stating that it is "the state's 

responsibility to protect its citizens from both conventional threats like armed conflicts and 

unconventional threats such as health crises, environmental degradation, and socio-political 

instability." This definition recognises the unique challenges faced by many developing nations 

in addressing a broad range of security issues. 

National security is, therefore, a multifaceted concept that encompasses the protection of a 

nation’s sovereignty, territorial integrity, and citizens from external and internal threats. It 

involves a wide range of policies and measures taken by a government to ensure the safety and 

well-being of its population. The concept of national security has undergone significant 

evolution since its inception, adapting to the shifting dynamics of political, social, and 

technological landscapes. Initially, national security was primarily concerned with the 

protection of a state’s territorial integrity and sovereignty against external military threats. This 

traditional view emphasised military preparedness and defence strategies as the cornerstone of 

national security policy. This ongoing evolution reflects an understanding that true national 

security must address both traditional threats and emerging challenges in an interconnected 

world. 
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Elections 

Elections are a fundamental mechanism in democratic societies, serving as a means for citizens 

to express their preferences regarding governance and policy. Elklit (2020) describes elections 

as "the institutionalised procedure through which political authority is transferred from one 

group or individual to another through a legally regulated voting process." This highlights the 

formal and legal nature of elections as a method for ensuring orderly transitions of power. 

According to Diamond (2020), elections are "the cornerstone of democratic governance, 

providing citizens the opportunity to choose their leaders, hold them accountable, and influence 

policy directions." He focuses on elections as both a mechanism for accountability and a means 

of policy input. Schedler (2021) defines elections as structured contests where political power 

is allocated by the casting of votes, with rules designed to ensure fairness, transparency, and a 

level playing field for all contenders. This definition stresses the role of elections in distributing 

power and the importance of fairness. 

Hacker (2023) defines elections as a formal process through which citizens express their 

political preferences by voting, with outcomes shaping the composition and direction of 

governments. This definition underscores the importance of elections in determining 

governmental structures and policies. Levitsky and Ziblatt (2022) describe elections as 

institutionalised processes that ensure the peaceful transfer of power through a regularised, 

transparent, and participatory method of selecting political leaders. Their focus is on the 

peaceful nature of elections and the orderly transfer of authority. Mounk (2022) defines 

elections as the most critical democratic tool through which citizens exert influence over their 

government by selecting leaders who reflect their preferences and values. Mounk emphasises 

the power of elections as a tool for citizen influence.  

Schaffer and Suryanarayan (2021) state that elections are a mechanism for ensuring the 

representation of diverse groups in society, where voters can express their preferences and hold 

leaders accountable through periodic, structured, and regulated contests. Their focus is on 

elections as tools for representation and accountability. Elections play a crucial role in 

legitimising government authority and fostering civic engagement. They provide citizens with 

an opportunity to influence public policy and hold elected officials accountable for their actions 

while in office. Furthermore, regular elections contribute to political stability by allowing 

peaceful transitions of power. Elections can be categorised into several types: general elections, 

primary elections, local elections, and referendums. General elections typically determine 

representatives for legislative bodies at various levels (national, state, local), while primary 

elections allow political parties to select their candidates for the general election. Local 

elections focus on municipal offices such as mayors or city council members. Referendums 

enable voters to decide on specific policy issues or constitutional amendments directly. 

The Interplay between Democratic Elections and National Security 

The relationship between democratic elections and national security is complex and 

multifaceted. Elections, as a fundamental pillar of democracy, are mechanisms through which 

citizens exercise their political rights, choose their leaders, and determine the future direction 

of governance. However, the process of conducting elections can influence and be influenced 

by national security concerns, particularly in fragile or transitional democracies. As democratic 
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elections and national security intersect, various dynamics come into play that shape both 

governance and stability. Democratic elections provide a legitimate means for selecting leaders 

and institutions, which in turn strengthens national security by creating a stable and predictable 

system of governance. When citizens believe that their voices are heard through free and fair 

elections, the likelihood of social unrest, political violence, or rebellion diminishes (Schmidt 

& Reynal-Querol, 2021). In this sense, democratic elections contribute to the internal stability 

of a nation, which is a key component of national security. 

Stable governments that are perceived as legitimate are better able to formulate and implement 

effective security policies, both domestically and internationally. Furthermore, a peaceful 

transition of power through elections reduces the risk of internal conflicts that can threaten 

national security (Levitsky & Ziblatt, 2021). One of the key challenges in the relationship 

between democratic elections and national security is the potential for electoral violence. In 

many emerging or fragile democracies, elections can trigger violence, often because political 

competition is tied to deep-seated ethnic, religious, or regional divisions (Suleiman, 2019). In 

countries with weak institutions or polarised political environments, elections may become a 

flashpoint for conflict, thereby undermining national security. Electoral violence disrupts the 

democratic process and can weaken public trust in the government. It also has the potential to 

create or exacerbate security crises, especially in regions with ongoing insurgencies or where 

non-state actors seek to undermine the state (Ezeibe, 2020). This violence not only destabilises 

the political environment but can also invite external actors or terrorist groups to exploit the 

situation. 

Democratic elections have an important role in holding political leaders accountable for their 

policies, including those related to national security. Leaders who are elected through a 

transparent and accountable process are more likely to implement security policies that are in 

the interest of the general public (Fukuyama, 2022). When citizens can vote leaders out of 

office, it creates a feedback loop that ensures security strategies align with the public's needs, 

such as protection from terrorism, organised crime, and other security threats. Politicians who 

know they will be held accountable at the ballot box are incentivised to focus on effective 

governance and security policies. In contrast, authoritarian or unelected governments often 

prioritise regime survival over genuine security concerns, potentially destabilising the nation 

further (Jones & Smith, 2022). The outcome of democratic elections also has a direct influence 

on the formulation of national security policies. Leaders elected through democratic means are 

more likely to approach national security issues with a broad mandate from the electorate, 

which enhances policy coherence and implementation (Mounk, 2022). This includes matters 

such as defence spending, counterterrorism strategies, cybersecurity measures, and diplomatic 

relations, all of which are crucial to national security. Elections allow for policy shifts that can 

strengthen national security. For instance, a newly elected government may introduce reforms 

aimed at improving military effectiveness, enhancing intelligence capabilities, or fostering 

international alliances that enhance security (Ogbonnaya & Kalu, 2020). 

The interplay between democratic elections and national security is dynamic and context-

dependent. While democratic elections offer a mechanism for political legitimacy and 

accountability, they also introduce vulnerabilities that can impact national security, including 
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electoral violence, cybersecurity risks, and foreign interference. To ensure that democratic 

elections contribute positively to national security, it is essential to strengthen electoral 

institutions, address security threats, and create an environment where political competition 

does not lead to instability. The long-term stability and security of nations depend on the 

successful integration of democratic practices and robust national security measures. 

The Electoral Process in Nigeria 

Nigeria's electoral process is governed by several institutions, most notably the Independent 

National Electoral Commission (INEC), which is responsible for organising elections at 

various levels—federal, state, and local. The INEC's role is critical in ensuring the transparency 

and fairness of the electoral process, as outlined in the Nigerian Constitution and the Electoral 

Act (Jinadu, 2011). 

The democratic election process in Nigeria involves the following key components: 

Voter Registration: Citizens who are 18 years and older are required to register to vote. Despite 

improvements in technology (such as biometric registration), voter registration is often marred 

by inefficiencies, exclusion, and fraud (Onapajo, 2014). 

Political Parties: Nigeria operates a multi-party system, with the two dominant parties being 

the All Progressives Congress (APC) and the People's Democratic Party (PDP). The 

competitiveness of elections is influenced by the strength and internal democracy of these 

political parties (Obiyan & Olutayo, 2012). 

Electoral Campaigns: Electoral campaigns in Nigeria are often characterised by intense rivalry 

and ethnic or regional considerations. Campaign finance laws exist, but enforcement is weak, 

leading to concerns about the role of money in influencing election outcomes (Ogbonnaya & 

Kalu, 2020). 

Voting and Election Day Procedures: The actual voting process involves the use of manual and 

technological means. In recent elections, the introduction of electronic transmission of results 

and card readers has aimed at reducing fraud, though logistical challenges remain a persistent 

issue (Adeosun, 2012). 

Theoretical Framework   

To understand the interplay between democratic elections and national security in Nigeria, it 

is crucial to ground the analysis in relevant theoretical perspectives. The study, therefore, 

adopts the Social Contract Theory and Democratic Peace Theory as the theoretical framework 

for analysis. John Locke’s social contract theory provides a valuable framework for analysing 

the interplay between democratic elections and national security in Nigeria. Locke’s theory, 

articulated primarily in his work “Two Treatises of Government” (1689), argues that political 

authority and government legitimacy arise from a social contract between individuals and the 

state. The theory posits that individuals consent to form a government to ensure the protection 

of their natural rights, namely, life, liberty, and property, in exchange for their compliance with 

societal rules. Social Contract Theory posits that legitimate government authority comes from 

the consent of the governed. In the context of Nigeria’s democratic elections, this theory can 
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be applied to evaluate how well the electoral process reflects the will of the people and ensures 

that the government is accountable to its citizens. 

According to Locke (1689), the legitimacy of a government hinges on its ability to represent 

and protect the interests of its citizens. In Nigeria, the integrity of democratic elections is crucial 

for establishing this legitimacy. Free and fair elections are essential for ensuring that the 

government accurately reflects the preferences of the electorate. However, challenges such as 

electoral fraud, violence, and vote-buying undermine this legitimacy. Locke’s theory would 

critique these issues as violations of the social contract, as they prevent the government from 

truly representing the will of the people and protecting their rights (Dahl, 2020). 

National security, in Locke’s theory is fundamentally about the protection of individuals’ rights 

and property. The social contract obligates the government to provide security and maintain 

order, ensuring that citizens can exercise their freedoms without fear of violence or 

infringement. In Locke’s view, the primary function of government is to protect citizens from 

external threats and internal disorder. In Nigeria, ensuring national security involves addressing 

threats such as terrorism, insurgency, and organised crime. The government’s ability to secure 

the nation and maintain order is directly linked to its legitimacy under Locke’s social contract. 

When national security is compromised, as seen in various instances of insurgency and 

violence in Nigeria, it reflects a failure of the social contract, as the government is not 

adequately fulfilling its primary role of protecting its citizens (Ezeibe, 2020). 

The process of conducting elections itself must be secure and free from threats that can 

undermine democratic legitimacy. According to Locke, a government that fails to secure the 

electoral process betrays its social contract obligations. In Nigeria, incidents of electoral 

violence and threats from extremist groups undermine the security of the electoral process and, 

by extension, the overall security of the nation. These security challenges during elections can 

prevent the free expression of the electorate and disrupt the democratic process, thus 

undermining the principles of the social contract (Suleiman, 2019). To align with Locke’s 

social contract theory, Nigeria should focus on strengthening electoral institutions and ensuring 

the integrity of elections. This includes implementing reforms to prevent electoral fraud, 

violence, and manipulation. Enhancing transparency, increasing voter education, and securing 

electoral infrastructure are steps that can reinforce the social contract by ensuring that the 

government truly represents the will of the people (Schaffer & Suryanarayan, 2021). 

Addressing national security challenges is also essential for fulfilling the social contract. The 

Nigerian government must enhance its capacity to deal with security threats and create a safe 

environment for both voters and candidates. Effective counter-terrorism strategies, improved 

law enforcement, and community engagement are crucial for ensuring that citizens’ rights and 

freedoms are protected during elections and beyond (Fukuyama, 2022). Building trust between 

the government and citizens is fundamental to the social contract. Promoting civic engagement, 

fostering dialogue, and addressing grievances can help rebuild trust and reinforce the social 

contract. When citizens see that their government is committed to their welfare and security, 

they are more likely to view elections as legitimate and participate actively in the democratic 

process (Norris & Grömping, 2019). 



© Journal of Political Science and Policy Studies Vol. 1 No 1 (September, 2024)     

 

119 
 

Furthermore, Immanuel Kant’s Democratic Peace Theory argues that democracies are less 

likely to go to war with one another and that democratic governance promotes peace and 

stability. This theory is based on Kant’s assertion that democratic countries, due to their 

institutional structures and norms of governance, tend to resolve conflicts through peaceful 

means rather than military force. Kant’s ideas are primarily articulated in his work Perpetual 

Peace: A Philosophical Sketch (1795), where he proposes that democratic states are more likely 

to maintain peaceful relations internally and with other democratic states. Applying Kant’s 

Democratic Peace Theory to the study of democratic elections and national security in Nigeria 

provides a framework for understanding how democratic practices might influence national 

stability and security. 

Kant’s Democratic Peace Theory suggests that democracies are more likely to create stable and 

secure societies because of their internal mechanisms for conflict resolution and accountability. 

In the context of Nigeria, this theory can be used to analyse how democratic elections influence 

national security and stability. Kant’s theory posits that democratic institutions, such as a free 

press, independent judiciary, and transparent electoral processes, promote peaceful conflict 

resolution. In Nigeria, effective democratic institutions should ideally mediate conflicts and 

manage societal tensions, reducing the likelihood of violent disputes. However, Nigeria faces 

challenges such as electoral violence and insurgency, which test the effectiveness of its 

democratic institutions. If elections are free and fair, they could serve as mechanisms for 

resolving political disagreements without resorting to violence (Diamond & Plattner, 2023). 

Kant’s theory also implies that democratic states have mechanisms to ensure internal security 

through institutional checks and balances. According to Kantian principles, the integrity of 

electoral processes is crucial for maintaining stability and peace. In Nigeria, issues such as 

vote-buying, electoral violence, and manipulation undermine the democratic process. If 

elections are not conducted with integrity, it can lead to dissatisfaction and unrest, which can 

destabilise the country and impact national security. Ensuring that elections are transparent and 

fair can help maintain internal peace and stability (Schaffer & Suryanarayan, 2021). To align 

with Kant’s Democratic Peace Theory, Nigeria should focus on electoral reforms that ensure 

the integrity and fairness of elections. This includes measures to prevent fraud, ensure 

transparency, and promote inclusivity. Effective elections contribute to internal stability and 

can reduce the likelihood of conflict (Hacker, 2023). Building strong democratic institutions 

that promote accountability and transparency is essential. This includes enhancing the 

effectiveness of INEC, the judiciary, and other governance bodies. Strong institutions support 

democratic norms and contribute to national security by ensuring that the government acts in 

the best interest of its citizens (Elklit, 2020). Encouraging active participation from civil society 

and a free press helps to uphold democratic principles and monitor electoral processes. This 

engagement supports transparency and accountability, which can enhance national security by 

fostering an informed and active citizenry (Coaffee, 2020). 

By combining these theoretical frameworks, a comprehensive analysis of the interplay between 

democratic elections and national security in Nigeria can be constructed. Each theory highlights 

unique challenges and prospects for the Nigerian electoral process in the 21st century. The 

potential for democratic elections to contribute to national security in Nigeria depends on 
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addressing institutional weaknesses, preventing electoral violence, promoting human security, 

and safeguarding digital infrastructure. Addressing these challenges offers prospects for more 

stable and secure elections in the future. 

Empirical Review: Democratic Elections and National Security in Nigeria 

This empirical review examines research and data on the relationship between democratic 

elections and national security in Nigeria. It focuses on the impact of elections on security 

dynamics and the various factors that influence electoral processes and outcomes. The review 

synthesises findings from empirical studies, highlighting key trends, challenges, and insights. 

Ezeibe (2020) conducted a study on electoral fraud in Nigeria, revealing that practices such as 

vote-buying, ballot stuffing, and result manipulation erode public trust in elections and 

contribute to political instability. The study found that the perception of electoral fraud often 

leads to violence and unrest, as disenfranchised groups may resort to protests or armed conflict. 

The erosion of trust in elections can create a cycle of instability where individuals or groups 

resort to protests or even armed conflict as a means of expressing their grievances. Such actions 

can further exacerbate tensions within society and lead to a breakdown of law and order. The 

implications of Ezeibe’s findings are profound, suggesting that addressing electoral fraud is 

not merely an issue of legal compliance but one that is essential for maintaining peace and 

stability in Nigeria. 

Electoral violence in Nigeria has been a significant concern, particularly as it relates to national 

security. Ogundiya’s (2019) exploration of this issue highlights how electoral violence disrupts 

the democratic process and contributes to broader insecurity within the nation. The study 

identifies that such violence often arises from intense political competition, where various 

factions vie for control over resources and power. This struggle can manifest in physical attacks 

on voters and candidates, creating an environment of fear and instability that undermines the 

integrity of elections. The implications of electoral violence extend beyond immediate physical 

harm; they can destabilise communities, erode public trust in governmental institutions, and 

hinder economic development (Nwankwo & Nwankwo, 2019). In Nigeria, where political 

power is closely tied to resource allocation, the stakes are particularly high. As different groups 

engage in violent acts to assert dominance or retaliate against perceived injustices, the overall 

security landscape becomes increasingly precarious. Moreover, electoral violence can lead to 

a cycle of retaliation and further conflict, making it difficult for authorities to maintain order 

and protect citizens (Adebanwi & Obadare, 2019). This situation poses a significant challenge 

for national security agencies tasked with ensuring safe electoral processes while also 

addressing the underlying causes of such violence. 

Elklit (2020) evaluated the impact of electronic voting and result transmission technologies on 

electoral integrity. The study found that these technologies can improve the accuracy and 

transparency of elections, thus reducing opportunities for fraud and enhancing overall security. 

However, it also noted that technological failures and cybersecurity threats pose risks to the 

electoral process. Elklit (2020) also examined the role of international observers in enhancing 

electoral security. The study found that international observers can provide valuable oversight, 

detect irregularities, and recommend improvements to the electoral process. Their presence 
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helps to ensure the credibility of elections and contributes to a more secure electoral 

environment. 

Akinola (2023) investigated the challenges associated with electoral infrastructure in Nigeria. 

The study highlighted issues such as inadequate logistical support and resource constraints, 

which impact the security and efficiency of elections. Poor infrastructure can lead to delays, 

inaccuracies, and increased vulnerability to fraud and violence. The implications of these 

challenges are profound; they not only affect the immediate conduct of elections but also have 

long-term effects on democratic governance in Nigeria. When citizens perceive that their votes 

do not count due to systemic inefficiencies or vulnerabilities, it erodes trust in democratic 

institutions and can lead to political apathy or unrest. 

Norris and Grömping (2019) conducted a comprehensive study that highlights the critical 

relationship between voter education, engagement, and electoral outcomes. Their findings 

suggest that when voters are better informed about the electoral process and actively participate 

in it, there is a notable increase in voter turnout. This heightened participation is essential not 

only for democratic legitimacy but also for reducing political apathy among the electorate. 

Voter education encompasses various initiatives aimed at informing citizens about their rights, 

the voting process, and the significance of their participation in elections (United Nations 

Development Programme, 2023). Such educational efforts can take many forms, including 

workshops, informational campaigns, and community outreach programs. When voters 

understand the importance of their vote and how to exercise it effectively, they are more likely 

to engage with the electoral process. Increased voter engagement leads to higher turnout rates. 

Engaged voters tend to be more proactive in seeking information about candidates and issues 

on the ballot. They are also more likely to discuss political matters within their communities, 

thereby fostering a culture of civic participation. This active involvement is crucial as it creates 

a feedback loop where voters feel empowered to influence political outcomes. 

Schaffer and Suryanarayan (2021) highlighted the role of civil society organisations (CSOs) in 

promoting electoral integrity and security. The study found that CSOs play a crucial role in 

monitoring elections, advocating for reforms, and mobilising voters. Their efforts contribute to 

greater transparency and security by providing independent oversight and fostering public 

awareness. The collective efforts of CSOs lead to greater transparency within the electoral 

system by fostering public awareness of electoral rights and responsibilities. Their presence 

acts as a deterrent against malpractice while simultaneously empowering citizens to take an 

active role in shaping their governance. 

The studies by Diamond (2020) and Hacker (2023) highlight significant issues regarding the 

interplay between corruption, financial influence, and electoral security in Nigeria. Diamond’s 

research underscores how corruption manifests through the misallocation of resources and 

manipulation of electoral processes, which ultimately undermines public trust in governmental 

institutions. This erosion of trust can lead to heightened security concerns as citizens become 

disillusioned with the electoral system. When groups feel disenfranchised or marginalised due 

to corrupt practices, they may resort to violence or other forms of unrest to challenge what they 

perceive as an illegitimate electoral process. The cycle of corruption not only destabilises the 
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political landscape but also fosters an environment ripe for conflict as various factions vie for 

power and recognition. Hacker’s investigation into the role of financial influence in elections 

further complements this understanding by illustrating how monetary contributions can skew 

electoral outcomes. The influx of money into politics often favours elite groups who can afford 

to exert greater influence over the political process, thereby marginalising candidates from less 

affluent backgrounds. This financial disparity can exacerbate social tensions and contribute to 

a sense of injustice among those who feel excluded from meaningful participation in 

governance. As a result, the combination of financial power and corruption creates a volatile 

environment where conflict becomes more likely. 

The study conducted by Schedler (2021) on the impact of ethnic and religious divisions on 

electoral security in Nigeria highlights a critical aspect of the country’s political landscape. 

Nigeria is characterised by a rich tapestry of ethnic groups and religious affiliations, which can 

often lead to tensions during electoral processes. The findings suggest that elections serve as a 

flashpoint for these existing divisions, exacerbating conflicts and leading to violence. Electoral 

security in Nigeria is significantly influenced by the interplay of ethnic and religious identities. 

During elections, political parties may mobilise support along these lines, which can intensify 

rivalries between different groups. This mobilisation often results in violent confrontations, 

undermining the integrity of the electoral process and leading to instability. For instance, 

instances of ballot box snatching, voter intimidation, and even deadly clashes have been 

reported during election periods. To mitigate these challenges, Schedler emphasises the 

importance of dialogue and reconciliation among various ethnic and religious communities. 

Initiatives aimed at fostering understanding and cooperation can help reduce tensions and 

create an environment conducive to peaceful elections. Such efforts might include community 

engagement programs, interfaith dialogues, and conflict resolution workshops that involve 

leaders from diverse backgrounds. 

The empirical literature highlights several key aspects of the relationship between democratic 

elections and national security in Nigeria. Electoral fraud, violence, infrastructure challenges, 

corruption, and ethnic tensions are significant factors affecting both the integrity of elections 

and national security. However, advancements in technology, increased civic engagement, and 

international support offer promising prospects for improving electoral security.  

Challenges of Democratic Elections in Nigeria 

Democratic elections are fundamental to the functioning of a democracy, serving as a means 

for citizens to choose their leaders and hold them accountable. However, Nigeria, with its 

complex socio-political landscape, faces several challenges that undermine the integrity and 

effectiveness of its electoral processes.  

Electoral Fraud and Manipulation: Electoral fraud is a significant challenge in Nigerian 

elections. This includes practices such as vote-buying, ballot stuffing, and manipulation of 

election results. According to Ezeibe (2020), these fraudulent activities erode public trust in 

the electoral process and undermine the legitimacy of election outcomes. The presence of 

political thuggery and violence during elections further exacerbates the problem, creating an 

environment where free and fair elections are difficult to achieve (Suleiman, 2019). 
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Inadequate Electoral Infrastructure: Nigeria's electoral infrastructure, including the 

Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), faces challenges related to resource 

constraints, logistical inefficiencies, and technological shortcomings. Elklit (2020) discusses 

how inadequate preparation and insufficient resources can lead to problems such as delayed 

elections, inaccurate voter registration, and issues with result transmission. These deficiencies 

impact the overall credibility of the electoral process. 

Political Violence and Intimidation: Political violence is a pervasive issue in Nigerian elections. 

Ogundiya (2019) highlights that violence often erupts during election campaigns, affecting 

both voters and candidates. Terrorist activities by groups such as Boko Haram and banditry in 

various regions further contribute to an insecure environment that undermines the electoral 

process. This violence can lead to voter disenfranchisement and a lack of confidence in the 

election results. 

Corruption and Lack of Accountability: Corruption remains a significant barrier to democratic 

elections in Nigeria. Diamond (2020) argues that political corruption and abuse of power 

undermine the electoral process by distorting electoral outcomes and influencing voter 

behaviour. The lack of accountability among political actors and the manipulation of state 

resources for election purposes perpetuate a cycle of corruption and undermine democratic 

governance. 

Voter Apathy and Low Turnout: Voter apathy and low voter turnout are significant issues in 

Nigerian elections. According to Norris and Grömping (2019), many eligible voters do not 

participate in elections due to disillusionment with the political process, perceptions of 

corruption, and lack of trust in the efficacy of their vote. This apathy weakens the democratic 

process by reducing the representativeness of election outcomes. 

Ethnic and Religious Tensions: Nigeria is a multi-ethnic and multi-religious society where 

elections can exacerbate ethnic and religious tensions. Schaffer and Suryanarayan (2021) 

emphasise that electoral contests often become battlegrounds for ethnic and religious rivalries, 

leading to violence and further divisions within society. This tension can lead to polarisation 

and conflict, undermining the democratic process and affecting national unity. 

Influence of Money in Politics: The influence of money in Nigerian politics, including 

campaign financing and political patronage, distorts democratic processes. Hacker (2023) 

discusses how financial resources can disproportionately influence electoral outcomes, leading 

to vote-buying and the marginalisation of less wealthy candidates. This financial influence 

compromises the fairness of elections and reinforces the power of elite groups. 

Weak Legal and Regulatory Framework: The legal and regulatory framework governing 

elections in Nigeria is often criticised for being weak and ineffective. Schedler (2021) points 

out that the lack of stringent regulations and effective enforcement mechanisms allows for 

widespread electoral malpractices. This weakness in the legal framework undermines efforts 

to ensure free and fair elections. 

The challenges facing democratic elections in Nigeria are multifaceted, involving issues of 

fraud, infrastructure, violence, corruption, voter engagement, and legal frameworks. 
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Addressing these challenges requires comprehensive reforms aimed at improving electoral 

integrity, strengthening institutions, and fostering a more transparent and accountable political 

environment. By tackling these issues, Nigeria can work towards enhancing the credibility and 

effectiveness of its democratic processes and promoting a more stable and secure society. 

Prospects of Democratic Elections in Nigeria 

The democratic process in Nigeria, despite its challenges, holds significant prospects for 

enhancing governance, stability, and development in the country. Several factors contribute to 

these prospects, including ongoing electoral reforms, increasing civic engagement, and the 

potential for improved institutional frameworks. This discussion explores the key prospects of 

democratic elections in Nigeria, drawing on relevant literature and developments. 

Electoral Reforms and Innovations: Electoral reforms are critical for improving the democratic 

process in Nigeria. Adebayo (2022) opined that efforts to enhance the electoral framework, 

such as the Electoral Act 2022, aim to address issues related to transparency, accountability, 

and electoral integrity. This Act introduces measures such as electronic voting and result 

transmission to reduce fraud and improve the efficiency of the electoral process (Akinola, 

2023). The use of technology in elections holds promise for increasing the accuracy and speed 

of vote counting, thus enhancing public confidence in electoral outcomes. 

Strengthening Democratic Institutions: Strengthening democratic institutions is crucial for 

ensuring the effectiveness of elections and governance. The Independent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC) has made strides in improving its operational capacity and credibility. 

Ongoing efforts to enhance INEC’s independence and operational efficiency can contribute to 

more credible and transparent elections (Elklit, 2020). Additionally, the judiciary’s role in 

adjudicating electoral disputes and enforcing electoral laws is vital for maintaining electoral 

integrity. 

Increased Civic Engagement and Voter Education: Increasing civic engagement and voter 

education can enhance the quality of democratic elections. Civic education programs aimed at 

informing citizens about their electoral rights and the importance of participating in elections 

can boost voter turnout and reduce apathy (Norris & Grömping, 2019). Civil society 

organisations and media outlets play a critical role in advocating for electoral reforms and 

mobilising voters. Greater engagement of youth and marginalised groups in the electoral 

process can also contribute to more inclusive and representative elections. 

Enhancing Electoral Integrity and Security: Efforts to enhance electoral integrity and security 

are essential for the successful conduct of elections. Improving security measures to protect 

voters and electoral officials from violence is crucial for ensuring a safe and peaceful electoral 

environment (Ogundiya, 2019). Additionally, implementing robust mechanisms to prevent 

electoral fraud and manipulation can help maintain the credibility of elections. Strengthening 

the legal framework and increasing the capacity of law enforcement agencies to address 

electoral violence and intimidation are also important for safeguarding the electoral process. 

Promoting Political Accountability and Transparency: Promoting political accountability and 

transparency is vital for improving democratic governance in Nigeria. Efforts to enhance 

transparency in campaign financing and reduce corruption can contribute to a more equitable 
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electoral process (Hacker, 2023). Encouraging greater accountability among political leaders 

and institutions can also help in building public trust and confidence in the electoral process. 

Fostering Inter-Ethnic and Inter-Religious Dialogue: Addressing ethnic and religious tensions 

through dialogue and reconciliation can contribute to a more peaceful and inclusive electoral 

process. Initiatives aimed at fostering national unity and reducing divisions among different 

ethnic and religious groups can enhance the overall stability of the electoral environment 

(Diamond, 2020). Building a culture of mutual respect and understanding can help mitigate 

conflicts and promote a more cohesive democratic process. 

International Support and Collaboration: International support and collaboration can play a 

significant role in improving democratic elections in Nigeria. Engagement with international 

organisations and donor agencies can provide technical assistance, funding, and expertise to 

support electoral reforms and capacity-building efforts (Schedler, 2021). Additionally, 

international observers can help monitor elections and provide recommendations for improving 

the electoral process (Adetula, 2022). 

The prospects for democratic elections in Nigeria are promising, given the ongoing reforms 

and the potential for increased civic engagement and institutional strengthening. Addressing 

challenges related to electoral fraud, violence, and corruption while promoting transparency 

and accountability will be crucial for realising the full potential of Nigeria’s democratic 

process. By leveraging technological innovations, fostering inter-ethnic dialogue, and seeking 

international support, Nigeria can enhance the quality and effectiveness of its elections, 

contributing to a more stable and democratic society. 

Summary of Key Findings of the Study 

This study identifies several critical aspects related to the interplay between democratic 

elections and national security in Nigeria, providing insights into the challenges and potential 

opportunities for improvement. The key findings include: 

Electoral Fraud and Corruption: Electoral fraud remains a major challenge to Nigeria’s 

democratic process, manifesting in various forms such as vote-buying, ballot-stuffing, and 

result manipulation. Corruption among political elites and election officials exacerbates these 

issues, undermining the credibility of elections and contributing to political instability and 

insecurity. 

Political Violence and Security Concerns: Electoral violence, including pre-election, election-

day, and post-election violence, continues to be a significant threat to national security. The 

study highlights that political violence often stems from fierce competition among political 

parties, ethnic and religious tensions, and the use of thugs to intimidate opponents, which 

destabilises both the political system and national security. 

Infrastructural and Logistical Deficiencies: The lack of adequate infrastructure and logistical 

support for elections hinders the smooth execution of democratic processes. Issues such as 

delayed voting materials, malfunctioning technology, and inefficient electoral administration 
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create vulnerabilities that lead to irregularities and foster distrust in the electoral process, 

further affecting national security. 

Ethnic and Religious Divides: Nigeria's deep-rooted ethnic and religious divisions play a 

significant role in influencing elections, often leading to polarisation and violence. These 

divides are frequently exploited by political elites, exacerbating electoral tensions and 

contributing to insecurity as various groups compete for political dominance. 

Prospects of Electoral Reforms and Technological Innovations: The study finds that recent 

electoral reforms, such as the Electoral Act 2022 and the introduction of technological 

innovations like electronic voting systems, hold promise for improving the transparency and 

security of Nigeria’s elections. These reforms, if effectively implemented, have the potential 

to reduce electoral fraud and promote fairer elections, contributing to greater national stability. 

Role of Institutions: Strengthening electoral institutions, particularly the Independent National 

Electoral Commission (INEC), is crucial for ensuring credible elections. The study emphasises 

the need for enhancing the capacity and autonomy of INEC to act independently without 

political interference. Institutional independence is essential for the success of electoral reforms 

and for building public trust in the electoral process. 

Civic Engagement and Voter Participation: The study highlights that low levels of voter 

education and civic engagement negatively impact democratic elections and national security. 

Enhanced voter education and increased civic participation are crucial for fostering a more 

accountable and participatory democratic system. An informed electorate is less susceptible to 

manipulation and more likely to contribute to peaceful and secure elections. 

International Involvement and Oversight: International organisations and bodies play a positive 

role in monitoring Nigeria’s elections. Their involvement helps to ensure transparency and 

credibility. The study points out that international oversight and assistance can provide 

technical support and lend legitimacy to the electoral process, thus reducing the likelihood of 

disputes that could lead to insecurity. 

Conclusion 

This study examined the interplay between democratic elections and national security in 

Nigeria, highlighting both the challenges and prospects inherent in the country’s electoral 

process. The analysis underscored the multifaceted relationship between electoral practices and 

national security, emphasising the critical need for reforms and strategic interventions to 

enhance electoral integrity and stability. The study revealed that the interplay between 

democratic elections and national security in Nigeria has profound implications for the 

country’s stability and governance. Effective electoral reforms and strategies to address 

challenges are essential for building a more resilient and democratic society. By addressing the 

root causes of electoral violence and fraud and by enhancing transparency and engagement, 

Nigeria can foster a more secure and effective democratic process. 
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Recommendations 

The following recommendations are proposed to address the challenges and enhance the 

prospects of democratic elections and national security in Nigeria: 

1. There is a need for the Nigerian government to implement and rigorously enforce 

comprehensive electoral reforms to address issues of fraud and manipulation. 

Strengthening the legal and institutional frameworks will enhance the credibility of 

elections and build public trust. Technological innovations can reduce opportunities for 

electoral fraud and increase the accuracy and transparency of the voting process. 

2. There is a need for the Nigerian government to develop and implement robust security 

measures to protect voters, electoral officials, and electoral materials from violence and 

intimidation. Ensuring a secure environment for elections is crucial for preventing 

violence and maintaining the integrity of the electoral process. Adequate security 

measures can help mitigate the risks of electoral violence and create a safer atmosphere 

for voters and officials. 

3.  Expand voter education programs and initiatives to increase civic engagement and 

awareness. Increased voter education and engagement can reduce apathy and improve 

the quality of democratic participation. Educated voters are more likely to actively 

participate in elections and advocate for fair practices, contributing to a more robust 

electoral process. 

4. There is a need to foster dialogue and reconciliation among different ethnic and 

religious groups to reduce tensions and promote national unity. Addressing ethnic and 

religious divisions is essential for creating a more stable and peaceful electoral 

environment. By promoting inclusivity and understanding, Nigeria can mitigate the 

risks of electoral violence and enhance social cohesion. 
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